A one-time anti-Catholic, Kimberly
Hahn embraces and spreads her faith
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CHESTNUT HILL — As a
young wife and mother with a
master’s degree in theology, Kim-
berly Hahn thought she knew all she
needed to know about God.

She had gotten a strong Chris-
tian upbringing from her father, a
Presbyterian minister, and her
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mother, who taught Religious Edu-
cation. In 1979 she had married a
man intent on becoming a Presby-
terian minister, which he did.
Enthusiastic Protestants, she and
her husband were also enthusiasti-
cally anti-Catholic, in an intellec-
tual sense, seeing the Church of
Rome as the Whore of Babylon de-
scribed in the Book of Revelation.
So she had no interest when her
husband in the early 1980s started
asking unsettling questions about
the foundations of their beliefs, like
whether the Roman Catholic
Church was right when it said there

marriage. Moreover, feeling settled
in her faith, family and life path, and
with a second baby on the way, she

. resented his questioning.

“I didn’t want to have to rethink
theology. And in the humiliation
and the humility of having to real-
ize that T had a lot of questions I
couldn’t answer,” Hahn said in a
recent interview. “God used that.”

Her husband, Scott Hahn, read
small forests’ worth of books on
points of Scripture and theology,
finding over time that he couldn’t
refute any Catholic teaching and
finding himself drawn to the
Church.

Eventually, at Easter 1986, Scott
was received into the Roman Catho-
lic Church.

But Kimberly found herselfina
no-man’s-land, unable to argue her
husband out of his movement to-
ward Catholicism and unwilling to
join him. '

Paradoxically, her good Chris-
tian upbringing got in the way.

“It seemed like the genuine
strength that I had received became
a stumbling block, because T had to
struggle with the humility that I
could be wrong,” Hahn said.

She describes those years as
“high heels skiing in the mud,” as
she dug in against her husband’s
faith journey without feeling on
solid ground herself.

“And yet I think God in his
mercy kept pursuing me and trying
to draw me back into a deep trust
in him,” she said.

Finally, at Easter 1990, she joined
the Roman Catholic Church, too.

Hahn, now 50, co-authored a

Church called
Home” in 1993.

She plans to speak at the Boston
Catholic Women'’s Conference on
April 18 at Boston College’s Conte
Forum in Chestnut Hill. (The one-
night conference is scheduled to run
from 5 to 9:30 p.m. that day.)

Her theme is “The Strength of
the Humble.”

For most Catholics, Mary the
mother of Jesus is the most obvi-
ous example of humility.
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Hahn differentiates her accep-
tance of God’s will when t}%e An'gel
Gabriel tells her she is to give birth

‘to God’s son without the assistance

of a man from Zechaxiah-’s doubjcs
about whether his wife Ehzabetk% in
her old age could possibly conceve
: Cl‘l‘ll}fis response is not immed{—
ately submitting humbly to Goq s
will, and Mary’s is”” Hahn sa1<.i.
«and 1 think in those moments 1n
our lives when God is as.king some-
thing of us, he witl give us t}?at
strength of hu jlity to do his w1n,
in imitation of Mary.”
" 11:;‘ anyone familiar w-ith tk}e
Hahn method will know, Km}beriy
and Scott Hahn quote Scriptare
with the specificity and -eass of
Protestant evangelists, which. they
were.
ODCI; an interview, Hahn referred to
apassage in St. Paul’s Sef:ond Let-
ter to the Corinthians wiere Paul
says he asked God three times t<,)’
take away “a thorn in my flesh.
Paul doesn’t elaborate on what the
problem wes, but he does say what.
he got as a response from Goc.l.
“Byut he saic to me, ‘My grace 18
sufficient for you, for my po“’/f:r is
made perfect in weakness’” (2
Corinthians 12:9).

Weakness .sn’t a popular goa
but St. Paul szys he delights in i
since it allows the power of Chri;
to take over.

“And in the idea that in the ver
experience of weakness, in th
midst of suffering, whether it’
physical or emotional, whether it'
feelings of heartache or inadequac
it’s in that place that Christ need
us ... because his power is mad

perfect in my weakness,” Hah
said, :

“The question isn’t, ‘Am I quali
fied to do what God is asking me t
do? The question is, ‘Am I avail
able?” And if you're feeling weak
you're qualified.”



