
NEWSLETTER – 2009 BOSTON CATHOLIC MEN’S & WOMEN’S CONFERENCES APRIL 15, 2009 PAGE 1 OF 16 

 

BOSTON CATHOLIC CONFERENCE NEWSLETTER 
 

For the 2009 Boston Catholic Men’s & Women’s Conferences 

April 15, 2009 
 
 

Table of Contents 
 
1. Door Tickets & Prices .............................................................................................................1 
2. 2009 Conference Dates & Venue...........................................................................................1 
3. Men’s Conference Schedule...................................................................................................2 
4. Women’s Conference Schedule .............................................................................................3 
5. Men’s Conference Speakers ..................................................................................................4 
6. Women’s Conference Speakers.............................................................................................7 
7. Lunch ......................................................................................................................................9 
8. BCMC Breakfast/Coffee Availability .......................................................................................9 
9. Name Badges .......................................................................................................................10 
10. Directions ..............................................................................................................................10 
11. Parking..................................................................................................................................10 
12. Venue Maps..........................................................................................................................12 
13. Catholics of the Year Awards ...............................................................................................14 
14. Plenary Indulgences .............................................................................................................14 
15. Advertisers ............................................................................................................................15 
16. Donations & Prayers Requested ..........................................................................................15 
17. Parish Captains.....................................................................................................................15 
18. Conference Volunteers .........................................................................................................15 
19. Priest Confessors .................................................................................................................15 
20. Interpreters for the Hearing Impaired & Hard of Hearing .....................................................15 
21. Exhibitors ................................................................................................................................2 

 
 
1. Door Tickets & Prices 

• There will be plenty of tickets available at the door.  Noone will be turned away. 
• Door prices are:  

• Adult: $45 for the Men’s and Women’s Conference Adult Tickets (includes lunch) or $35 without lunch.  
• Students: $20 (includes lunch) 
• BC Tickets: $15 (includes lunch) 

 
2. 2009 Conference Dates & Venue 

• The 2009 Conferences will take place on April 18-19, 2009. 
o The 2009 Boston Catholic Men’s Conference will be on Saturday April 18, 2009 from 9am-6pm.   

i. The Men’s Conference theme is “In the Footsteps of Christ.” 
o The 2009 Boston Catholic Women’s Conference will be on Sunday April 19, 2009 from 9am-6pm. 

i. The Women’s Conference theme is “Trust in the Lord with all Your Heart.” 
 

• The 2009 Conferences will take place again at Conte Forum at Boston College.   
o Our Conference team is grateful to Boston College for making every effort to make these 2009 

Conferences a huge success.  Conte Forum and all of BC’s best facilities and talented personnel have 
been made available to us.  Our heartfelt thanks to Father Leahy and all of those working with us at BC.       
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3. Men’s Conference Schedule 
 

SATURDAY, 18 APRIL 2009 
 

8:00 am Doors open for check-in and visits with Exhibitors/Adoration/Confession  

8:30 Music Program begins in Arena (Conte Forum) 

9:00 Coach Jerry York 
Lessons from Sports for Catholic Men of Faith 
 

10:00 Curtis Martin 
Made for More: A Time for Action in a World of Trouble 
 

11:00 Catholics of the Year Awards 

11:30 – 
1:00pm 

Mid-Day Program 
o Lunch (Concourse Concession Stands) 
o Confession (Primary: Shea Room on the 2nd Floor; Secondary: Band Room near Exhibitor 

Hall) 
o Adoration (Media Room.  Enter off Arena Floor.  See Conte Map on center pages) 
o Visit Exhibitors (in Power Gym) 
o Breakout Sessions (12:00 – 12:45) 

 
12:00 – 
12:45 

Breakout Sessions 
o ARENA: Curtis Martin, The Transforming Power of Virtue 
o YAWKEY 4th FLR: Deacon Phil DiBello, Courage: Men Wanted for the Hazardous Journey   
o YAWKEY 2ND FLR: Fr. Richard Clancy, The Power of Divine Mercy for Men.   
o YAWKEY 2ND FLR: Kathy Motyka, ARISE Together in Christ: Renewing One’s Faith through 

Small Christian   
 

1:00 Beginning of Afternoon Remarks 
              Please return to your seats in the Arena by 1pm.   

 

1:15 Jim Caviezel  
       The Passion: What I Learned about Our Lord that all Catholic Men Should Know 

 

2:30 Jim Stenson 
              Successful Fathers in the Eyes of God 
 

3:45 
 

Prayer & Worship (with Exposition & Adoration) 

4:30 CELEBRATION OF MASS - Cardinal Seán O’Malley, OFM Cap  
(Celebrant & Homilist) 
 

6:00 Conference Ends 
• Last chance to visit Exhibitors 
 

7:00 Facility closes 

 



NEWSLETTER – 2009 BOSTON CATHOLIC MEN’S & WOMEN’S CONFERENCES APRIL 15, 2009 PAGE 3 OF 16 

 
4. Women’s Conference Schedule 
 

SUNDAY, 19 APRIL 2009 
 

8:00 am Doors open for check-in and visits with Exhibitors/Adoration/Confession  

8:30 Music Program begins in Arena (Conte Forum) 

9:00 Sr. Nancy Keller SC  
        “Put Your Life is His Hands, Surrender Leads to Hope” 

10:00 Kerri Caviezel  
        “Defending the Faith in Tough Environments” 
 

11:00 
 

Catholics of the Year Awards 
 

11:30 – 
1:00pm 

Mid-Day Program 
o Lunch (Concourse Concession Stands) 
o Confession (Primary: Shea Room on the 2nd Floor; Secondary: Band Room near Exhibitor 

Hall) 
o Adoration (Media Room.  Enter off Arena Floor.  See Conte Map on center pages) 
o Visit Exhibitors (in Power Gym) 
o Breakout Sessions (12:00 – 12:45) 

 
12:00 – 
12:45 

Breakout Sessions 
o ARENA: Dr. Karen Bohlin, Building Faith and Character in Families; Teaching Courage and 

Hope in Today's World 
o YAWKEY 4th FLR: SR. M. Caterina Esselen, Receive an Ocean of Graces on Divine Mercy 

Sunday  
o YAWKEY 2ND FLR: Kerri Marmol, Where you go, I will go" (Ruth 1:16) -- Being led by the 

transforming power of faithful friendship.   
o YAWKEY 2ND FLR: Kathy Motyka, ARISE Together in Christ: Renewing One’s Faith through 

Small Christian Communities.  
 

PLEASE RETURN TO YOUR ARENA SEATS BY 1PM 
1:00 Dr. Mary Healy  

        “Becoming Women of Peace” 
 

2:00 Johnnette Benkovic  
“God’s Mercy is for All: A Personal Testimony on My Conversion Back to the Catholic Faith” 

 
3:00 
 

Prayer & Worship (with Exposition & Adoration) 

4:00 CELEBRATION OF MASS - Cardinal Seán O’Malley, OFM Cap  
(Celebrant & Homilist) 
 

5:30 Conference Ends 
• Last chance to visit Exhibitors 
 

7:00 Facility closes 
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5. Men’s Conference Speakers 
 

   
 

Jim Caviezel  
• Topic: The Passion: What I Learned about Our Lord that all Catholic Men 

Should Know (Tentative Title) 
• Jim Caviezel, born James Patrick Caviezel, was born and raised in the town of 

Conway, WA. Born on September 26, 1968, to James and Margaret Caviezel, Jim 
was one of five children (3 sisters-Ann, Amy, Erin 1 brother-Tim) born to the close 
knit-Catholic family.  

• As a child, Jim dreamed of playing for the NBA. All through school, he played for 
various basketball teams. In 1984, he went to Mount Vernon High School but 
transferred to O'Dea High School after two years. The following spring, he transferred 
again to Burien's, Kennedy High School in Seattle where he starred on the basketball 
team until graduating in 1987. After high school, Jim attended Bellevue Community 
College and played basketball for the school, until a foot injury put an end to his 
game.  

• Acting was never a career ambition for Caviezel, but, as he was so good at 
mimicking his classmates and teachers throughout school, he soon turned to acting 
(recommended by his coach). Soon after a talent agent saw Jim do a monologue, it 
was off to Hollywood.  

• In 1990, Jim auditioned for a role in the film 'My Own Private Idaho'. He landed the 
role of an Italian airline clerk after fooling casting agents into believing he was a 
recent Italian immigrant. When calling to award him the part, agents thought they had 
the wrong number after Caviezel answered the phone in his natural accent.  

• Jim moved to L.A. and landed numerous small roles in films, including 'Diggstown', 
'Children of the Dust' and 'Wyatt Earp'. He even passed up going to Julliard School of 
the Performing Arts for the role of Warren Earp. He had every intention of attending 
the school after his next few films flopped. But then came his "big break".  

• In 1998, Terrence Malick had returned to the movie scene and cast Caviezel as 
Private Witt in his new film, The Thin Red Line. The movie originally was set to be 
Adrien Brody's "breaking performance", but after seeing Caviezel's work as Witt, they 
cut Brody's scenes down to a minimum. Even after the critical acclaim he received for 
his role in the film, Jim still went relatively unheard of in Hollywood (even though he 
was playing lead roles in new films).  

• Early in his Hollywood acting career, many people told Caviezel to change his name, 
"because no one will be able to pronounce it". His response to this? "Well, you've 
learned to say Schwarzenegger."  

• In 2002, two films were released that gave Jim more recognition, and people began 
to learn his name. The main focus of that year though, was his role as Edmund 
Dantes, in the newest version of 'The Count of Monte Cristo'.  

• Not being private about his religious beliefs has made Jim Caviezel a loner in 
Hollywood. While working on 'The Thin Red Line', he was told, "You won't survive in 
this industry" by his co-stars. He has survived, and his religious beliefs are what 
perked up Mel Gibson’s interests in the actor while searching for his 'Jesus Christ' for 
his Bible epic, 'The Passion of the Christ'. Jim refused the role more than once, but 
after some heavy persuading, Mel got his actor, and Jim got his true "big break" in 
Hollywood. 

 

Coach Jerry York 
• Topic: Lessons from Sports for Catholic Men of Faith  
• Jerry York is college hockey’s second all-time winningest coach (first among active 

Division 1 coaches) with 803 wins entering this season.  He has been a head coach 
for 37 seasons (Boston College 1995-present; Bowling Green 1979-94; Clarkson 
1972-1979).   

• He has won 3 national championships (2008, 2001, 1984) as a coach and earned 8 
“Frozen Four” births at Boston College.   

• As a player at Boston College, he earned first-team All-America honors, served as 
team captain and was awarded team MVP in 1966-67.  He scored 134 points (64 
goals, 70 assists) in his 81-game collegiate career and he ranks among the school's 
all-time leaders in career points, career goals, career assists, single-season points 
and single-season assists. 

• He has earned a master’s in education degree, a CAES in counseling psychology, 
and bachelor’s degree in business administration from Boston College.  Coach York 
is also a graduate of Boston College High School.   

• He was born in Watertown MA.  He and his wife, Bobbie, have two children.   
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Curtis Martin 
• Topic: Made for More: A Time for Action in a World of Trouble 
• Curtis Martin is the President and Founder of FOCUS, the Fellowship of Catholic 

University Students, one of the fastest growing movements in the Catholic Church.  
Archbishop Charles Chaput of Denver stated, “No one does a more dynamic job of 
reaching college students for Christ than FOCUS.” 

• FOCUS was founded in 1998 as a national outreach to college campuses, both to 
secular and Catholic schools.  Through small group Bible studies, large group 
leadership training, and one-on-one discipleship, FOCUS brings the fullness of life 
and truth in the Catholic Church to college students, and equips them with the tools 
to help them share this good news with their friends.  FOCUS is working to play a 
vital role in the “New Evangelization” called for by Pope John Paul II.   

• In 2008-2009, FOCUS missionaries serve on 39 campuses in 21 states, with plans to 
reach 100 campuses in the next ten years. 

• Whether he is on college campuses or television, at conferences or working with 
corporate America, Curtis is an award-winning and proven dynamic speaker who has 
the ability to help his audience discover a vision for life.   

• Through humor, stories and his own captivating life experiences, Curtis allows people 
to see how faith in God is lived out in everyday life.  He equips people with the tools 
to discover the fullness of life and happiness beyond imagination. 

• Curtis Martin holds a Masters degree in Theology, is the author of the best-selling 
book Made for More, and co-host the new ground-breaking show on EWTN, 
Crossing the Goal. 

• Curtis is a co-author of: Boys to Men: The Transforming Power of Virtue, Family 
Matters: A Scripture Study on Marriage and Family, and also a contributing author of: 
Catholic for a Reason vol. I:  Scripture and Mystery of the Family of God, Catholic for 
a Reason vol. II: Scripture and Mystery of the Mother of God,  Catholic for a Reason 
vol. III: Scripture and the Mystery of the Mass. Catholic for a Reason vol. IV: 
Scripture and the Mystery of Marriage and Family Life  

• Curtis has written articles for The Journal for the Fellowship of Catholic Scholars, 
Couple to Couple League, Catholic Dossier, and was awarded the inaugural 
Excellence in Evangelization award by Envoy magazine. Most recently he was 
awarded the 2006 John Lancaster Spalding Award from the Diocese of Peoria and 
the 2007 Outstanding Catholic Leadership Award given by the Catholic Leadership 
Institute.  Curtis serves as the Vice Chairman of the Augustine Institute in Denver, a 
Catholic graduate school dedicated to the New Evangelization.   

• He and his wife Michaelann host the EWTN television series Family Matters.  Curtis 
and Michaelann live in Greeley, CO with their eight children.   

 

Jim Stenson 
• Topic: Successful Fathers in the Eyes of God  
• Jim Stenson is one of the Church’s foremost experts on Catholic Parenting, Catholic 

Leadership and Catholic Men’s Issues.   
• He has a number of helpful books for Catholics including, Compass: A Handbook on 

Parent Leadership, Lifeline: The Religious Upbringing of Your Children, Father, the 
Family Protector, Anchor: God's Promises of Hope to Parents, Upbringing: A 
Discussion Handbook for Parents of Young Children, Preparing for Peer Pressure: A 
Guide for Parents of Young Children, Preparing for Adolescence: A Planning Guide 
for Parents. 

• His website ParentLeadership.com has able 150,000 visitors each year. 
• Jim’s background is as educator. For 21 years, he worked to help establish two 

independent secondary schools for boys, one in Washington, DC and the other in 
Chicago and served as headmaster for almost 12 years.  

 
Jim’s address will aim to help each father at the Catholic Men's Conference to frame 
several key ideas about his God-given vocation: 

o think deeply about his partnership with his wife and his leadership role with 
their children 

o set high but realistic goals for himself and his children 
o learn practical approaches from the experience of other fathers 
o deepen his spiritual life and see God’s will for his vocation as a father. 

 
In short, the conference will explore how a father takes all his masculine strengths—
his capacity for long-term vision and planning, his natural ability for personal 
sacrifice,  serious effort, ethical uprightness, tough-minded assertiveness, the 
powerful instinct to protect his loved ones—and devotes all these powers toward the 
long-term welfare and happiness of his wife and children. In the lives of his children, 
he asserts loving leadership toward responsible adulthood. 
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Breakout Session: The Power of the Divine Mercy Devotion  
• Speaker: Father Richard Clancy 
• The 2009 Conferences are on Divine Mercy Sunday (Weekend).   
• Attend the breakout session to learn much more about this fast growing devotion, 

which was supported strongly by Pope John Paul II. 
• Father Clancy is the Director of Campus Ministry for the Archdiocese of Boston and 

the Campus Minister at MIT.   
 

    

Breakout Session: Courage: Men Wanted for the Hazardous Journey 
• Speaker: Deacon Phil DiBello, St. Theresa Billerica 

o Who are we called to be? 
o Being more like Christ in your home 
o Being in this world , but not of this world 

 

 

Breakout Session (Young Adult): The Transforming Power of Virtue 
• Speaker: Curtis Martin 
• See full bio above 
 

 
 

Breakout Session: Arise Together In Christ 
• Speaker: Kathy Motyka   
• “Want to be part of a life-changing experience, centering around Scripture and faith 

sharing? Come learn about this new and exciting opportunity that more than 160 
parishes and 30,000 Catholics in the Archdiocese are participating in. ARISE 
Together in Christ offers participants a chance to get to know one another, share 
faith comfortably in a safe and welcoming environment (often in parishioner homes), 
and create ways to live faith through action.” 

• Kathy Motyka is a member of the Young Adult Ministry Team at RENEW 
International, a Roman Catholic ministry organization dedicated to spiritual in the 
Catholic tradition. She has an MDiv from the University of Notre Dame and an 
undergraduate degree in Theology from Notre Dame. Kathy works primarily with the 
development and implementation of RENEW’s Theology on Tap process, and has 
recently become involved ARISE Together in Christ.  Kathy comes from an education 
background, having taught a variety of theology classes at the high school level. 
Other previous experience includes work with college campus ministry programs and 
serving in social service agencies that work with the poor and disadvantaged. 

 

 

Cardinal Seán O’Malley, O.F.M. Cap. 
• Mass celebrant and homilist at 2009 Boston Catholic Men’s Conference. 
• Archbishop of Boston since July 2003.  Previously the Bishop of the dioceses of Fall 

River, Palm Beach and St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands. 
• 1st Cardinal to have a weekly blog: www.CardinalSeansBlog.org and to have a 

weekly email to all Catholic faithful.   
• Inspired and encouraged the founding of the Boston Catholic Men’s and Women’s 

Conferences.   

 

Martin Doman 
• Martin Doman has been writing, performing, and ministering as a Catholic musician 

for over fifteen years.  He has been featured on EWTN's "Life on the Rock" and 
"Backstage" programs, and has released several CD's of Catholic music. Martin 
coordinates the Eucharistic praise and worship ministry for the Diocese of Harrisburg, 
PA.  Martin and his wife, Charlene, live in Dallastown, PA and have six beautiful 
children.   This is Martin's third year leading the music for the Boston Catholic Men's 
and Women's Conferences.   

• Martin's ministry is now partnering with CARITAS for Children, a Chicago-based 
charity for orphans in foreign countries.  Please be sure to check out information on 
sponsoring an orphan at Martin's CD table and at the CARITAS for Children booth in 
the vendor area.  For more information on Martin's ministry, please visit 
www.martindoman.com. 

• Martin wrote the 2008 Conference’s Bicentennial Themesong: You Are Our Legacy, 
and the 2007 Boston Catholic Men’s Conference Theme Saint Patrick’s Breastplate, 
recorded by Martin and included on album “God’s Goodness Thus Far.” 
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6. Women’s Conference Speakers 
• Here is the speaker’s lineup as of today’s date.     

 

     
 

Kerry Caviezel (possibly with Jim Caviezel) 
• Topic: "Defending the Faith in Tough Environments" (Tentative Title) 
• Kerri’s Bio: Kerri Caviezel has devoted her life to working with youth.  After earning 

a degree in education from Western Washington University, Kerri spent eight years 
teaching junior high and high school, and ten years, with her second love, coaching 
basketball.  Her interaction with young people made it evident to her that there is a 
great need for guidance and education to counteract the cultural message of death 
constantly being thrust on the youth today. 

• About 12 years ago, Kerri started counseling at the Pregnancy Counseling Center in 
Mission Hills, California.  With her teaching experience, speaking on issues 
concerning the Sanctity of Life became a natural outgrowth to spread a preventative 
message of help, hope, and truth.  

• This 12 year journey has taken Kerri around the United States and the Globe, 
speaking at World Youth Day in Cologne, Germany in 2005, the Atlanta Eucharistic 
Congress, Chicago Pro-Life Conference, St. Louis Pro-Life Conference, Abbeyfest 
(youth festival in New Orleans), Michigan Right to Life, Right to Life of Southern 
California, and other memorable venues.  She also had the privilege of appearing 
twice on “Life on the Rock” one of EWTN’s (The Eternal Word Television Network) 
programs to discuss crisis pregnancy counseling and adoption.  

• Kerri is married to Jim Caviezel and has two children. 

 
 

Dr. Mary Healy 
• Topic: "Becoming Women of Peace" 
• Dr. Mary Healy is associate professor of Scripture at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in 

Detroit and senior fellow at the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology.  
• A graduate of the University of Notre Dame, she earned an MA in theology at 

Franciscan University of Steubenville and a doctorate in biblical theology at the 
Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome.  

• Dr. Healy served for several years as the Coordinator of Mother of God Community, 
a lay Catholic community in Gaithersburg, Maryland.  

• She is the author of Men and Women Are from Eden: A Study Guide to John Paul II’s 
Theology of the Body and co-editor of three books on biblical interpretation. She 
often addresses conferences on biblical interpretation, the theology of the body, and 
the spiritual life.  

• Dr. Healy is currently co-editing the Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture, a 
new series of commentaries that interpret Scripture from within the heart of the 
Church, and is author of its first volume, The Gospel of Mark, which was released in 
2008. 

 

 
 
 

Johnnette Benkovic 
• Topic: "God's Mercy is for All: A Personal Testimony on My Conversion back 

to the Catholic Faith" 
• Johnnette S. Benkovic is Founder and President of Living His Life Abundantly® 

International, Inc., a Catholic evangelization apostolate with outreaches in television, 
radio, print, and internet communications. She is also Founder of Women of Grace®, 
a Catholic apostolate for Christian women that features a number of outreaches 
including conferences, curricula, study groups and more. 

• After years of being a non-practicing Catholic, Johnnette experienced a deep 
conversion back to her Catholic faith in 1981 and discerned a call to share the 
Gospel message through the media. She has been a consistent presence in Catholic 
radio since 1987 and in Catholic television since 1988. 

• Johnnette is Executive Producer of The Abundant Life (seen internationally on 
EWTN), a television program that discusses contemporary issues from a Catholic 
perspective. She is also host of Moments of Truth Live, a one hour call-in radio talk 
show that airs live three times a week. She is heard nationally on AM/FM stations 
and internationally via short wave radio. 

• In addition, Johnnette is a popular conference speaker, retreat conductor, and 
seminar presenter, and has been published in major Catholic magazines. She is the 
author of several books including Full of Grace: Women and the Abundant Life (St. 
Anthony Messenger Press), Grace-Filled Moments (Our Sunday Visitor), Living the 
Abundant Life: Stories of People Who Know God Personally (St. Anthony Messenger 
Press), Experience Grace in Abundance: Strategies For Your Spiritual Life (Our 
Sunday Visitor) and The New Age Counterfeit (Queenship). 

• Johnnette’s husband of more than 30 years, Anthony, passed away in 2007.  
Johnnette is the mother of three adult children. 

• Website: http://www.johnnettebenkovic.com/index2.htm 
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Sr. Nancy Kellar, SC 
• Topic: "Put Your Life in His Hands, Surrender Leads to Hope" 
• Sister Nancy Kellar, S.C. was born in New York City, U.S.A. She has been a Sister of 

Charity of New York since 1960.  
• She has a Masters Degree in History and was a secondary school History teacher 

before becoming involved in full time ministry in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in 
1971. She was a member, with Fr Jim Ferry, of the first Charismatic House of Prayer 
in the United States.  

• In 1975 she was a founding member, with six other Sisters of Charity, of Saint 
Elizabeth Seton House of Prayer in Scarsdale, New York. She obtained a second 
Masters degree in Theology/Spirituality from Immaculate Conception Seminary in 
New Jersey in 1980.  

• Sr. Nancy was coordinator of the Charismatic Renewal in the Archdiocese of New 
York for ten years and also was a member of the National Service Committee for the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the U.S.A. for ten years. She continues to serve the 
Catholic Renewal in the USA as a member of the National Council for the CCR. She 
has also served for many years in the ecumenical renewal in the United States as 
Vice-Chairperson of the North American Ecumenical Charismatic Committee. She 
was elected to the I.C.C.R.S. (International Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services) 
Council in March 1992 and elected director of the Rome office in March 1994. In 
June 1996 the I.C.C.R.S. Council mandated her for the work of teaching and 
networking the International Catholic Charismatic Renewal.  

• Today she continues her ministry of teaching sent out and supported in love and 
prayer by her charismatic community of Sisters of Charity in Scarsdale, NY where 
she again resides. Since beginning this work, she has spoken at Conferences and 
given retreats in more than 50 countries in Asia, Africa, Europe and South America 
as well as the U.S.A. Her frequent theme is, 'There's always more of God's Love and 
gifts.' Her Growth in the Spirit Seminar book “There's Always More: Expecting New 
Fire' is in its third printing. 

 

    

Dr. Karen Bohlin 
• Breakout Session Topic: Building Faith and Character in Families; Teaching 

Courage and Hope in Today's World 
• Dr. Karen Bohlin is head of the Montrose School in Medfield, MA and senior scholar 

at Boston University’s Center for the Advancement of Ethics and Character (CAEC).  
Before serving as head of school, she was the executive director of the CAEC and 
assistant professor of education at Boston University’s School of Education  

• She is co-author with Kevin Ryan of the widely acclaimed book, Building Character in 
Schools (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1999) and its companion professional 
development handbook, The Building Character in Schools Resource Guide (San 
Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2001).  A former high English teacher, her most recent book 
is Teaching Character Education Through Literature: Awakening the Moral 
Imagination in Secondary Classrooms (London: Routledge, 2005).  

• Dr. Bohlin has worked with schools, universities, educational corporations and state 
departments of education and led countless professional development programs for 
educational leaders both here and abroad.  

 

 

Breakout Session: Receive an Ocean of Graces on Divine Mercy Sunday  
• Speaker: Sr. M. Caterina Esselen 
• Sr. M. Caterina Esselen is a member of the Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady 

of Mercy to which Saint Faustina belonged. Its mission is to spread devotion to the 
Divine Mercy.   Sr. Caterina grew up in Belgium. She studied and worked in the 
United States until she joined the sisters’ active-contemplative community in Boston, 
MA in 1995. She has been proclaiming the message of Divine Mercy at conferences, 
in parishes and prisons. Sr. Caterina is also the Vocation Directress and Mistress of 
Formation for the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy in Boston. 

 

Breakout Session: Young Catholics 
• Speaker: Kerri Marmol 
• Title: Where you go, I will go" (Ruth 1:16) -- Being led by the transforming power of 

faithful friendship 
• Kerri Mármol is a member of the Community of Sant'Egidio, an international lay 

community with more than 50,000 members in 70 countries, which is committed to 
living the Gospel through prayer and friendship with the poor. She also founded the 
School of Peace in Jamaica Plain, a Saturday program to help students with their 
schoolwork, and the School of the Gospel in Allston, a Bible discussion for adults.  
She is a frequent speaker at young adult retreats and conferences.  Kerri is also 
married and a mother of two.   
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Breakout Session: Arise Together In Christ 
• Speaker: Kathy Motyka   
• “Want to be part of a life-changing experience, centering around Scripture and faith 

sharing? Come learn about this new and exciting opportunity that more than 160 
parishes and 30,000 Catholics in the Archdiocese are participating in. ARISE 
Together in Christ offers participants a chance to get to know one another, share 
faith comfortably in a safe and welcoming environment (often in parishioner homes), 
and create ways to live faith through action.” 

• Kathy Motyka is a member of the Young Adult Ministry Team at RENEW 
International, a Roman Catholic ministry organization dedicated to spiritual in the 
Catholic tradition. She has an MDiv from the University of Notre Dame and an 
undergraduate degree in Theology from Notre Dame. Kathy works primarily with the 
development and implementation of RENEW’s Theology on Tap process, and has 
recently become involved ARISE Together in Christ.  Kathy comes from an education 
background, having taught a variety of theology classes at the high school level. 
Other previous experience includes work with college campus ministry programs and 
serving in social service agencies that work with the poor and disadvantaged. 

 

 

Cardinal Seán O’Malley, O.F.M. Cap. 
• Mass celebrant and homilist at 2009 Boston Catholic Women’s Conference. 
• Archbishop of Boston since July 2003.  Previously the Bishop of the dioceses of Fall 

River, Palm Beach and St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands. 
• 1st Cardinal to have a weekly blog: www.CardinalSeansBlog.org and to have a 

weekly email to all Catholic faithful.   
• Inspired and encouraged the founding of the Boston Catholic Men’s and Women’s 

Conferences.   

 

Martin Doman / Charlene Doman / Alicia Hernon 
• Martin Doman will coordinate music and worship again at the 2009 Conferences.  

Vocals will be led by Charlene Doman and Alicia Hernon at the 2009 Women’s 
Conference as they have for the 2007 and 2008 BCWCs.   

• For Martin’s bio, please see previous pages for Men’s Conference bios. 

 
 

7. Lunch 
• Boston College has worked to provide a great lunch for $10.  For $10, attendees get a:  

 

• Choice of Sandwich 
• Turkey and provolone on a sub roll with lettuce (with 

mayonnaise and dijon mustard packets)    
• Tuna salad with green leaf lettuce on a roll 
• Hummus, cucumbers, and feta in a whole wheat wrap 

• Apple 
• Individual bag of chips 
• Chocolate chip cookie 
• Choice of beverage (Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, Bottled Water). 

 

 
• Boston College will also have concession stands open to purchase soft drinks and coffee.  Water coolers will also 

be located in Conte Forum.   
 
8. BCMC Breakfast/Coffee Availability 

• Boston College will setup stations in the registration area and the Forum itself that sell a small selection of items 
for purchase.   

• Items and pricing: 
• Coffee, 16oz. Starbucks - $2.00 
• Danish - $2.25 
• Bagel with Cream Cheese Packet - $1.75. 
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9. Name Badges 
• All attendees need a namebadge during the Conferences. To make check-in easier, we suggest that attendees 

pre-print their namebadges. Group leaders can also do this for their entire group.  
• Tickets are still needed in addition to the namebadge for entrance.  
• Please see www.CatholicBoston.com for the link to print namebadges.  It is on the left menu “Print Namebadges”. 

 
 

BOSTON CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE 
 

 
 

MR. JOHN SMITH 
 

Faithville: St. Dominic Parish  
 

 

 
BOSTON CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 

 

 
 

MS. JANE SMITH 
 

Faithville: St. Dominic Parish  
 
 

 
10. Directions 

• Please see www.CatholicBoston.com for directions and approach maps to Boston College.   
 

FROM POINTS NORTH AND SOUTH:  
Take Interstate 95 (Route 128) to Exit 24 (Route 30).  
Proceed east on Route 30, also known as Commonwealth Avenue, and follow for about five miles to BC. 
Enter BC at the second entrance on the right, at St. Ignatius Church, and then turn left down More Drive.  
Take the second right into parking lot.  
Parking garage and Conte Forum are to the left.  

 
FROM POINTS WEST:  

Take the Massachusetts Turnpike (Interstate 90) to Exit 17.  
At the first set of lights off the exit ramp, take a right onto Centre Street.  
Follow Centre Street to the fourth set of lights, and turn left onto Commonwealth Avenue. Follow 
Commonwealth Avenue 1-1/2 miles to Boston College.  
Follow above directions to Conte Forum.  

 
FROM DOWNTOWN BOSTON:  

Take the Massachusetts Turnpike (Interstate 90) to Exit 17.  
Take a left over the bridge after passing the Sheraton Tara Hotel.  
Take the first right onto Centre Street.  
Follow above directions from Centre Street.  

 
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION:  

The Boston College branch of the MBTA's "Green Line" (B) ends at St. Ignatius Church, Commonwealth 
Avenue.  
Cross the street and walk by St. Ignatius Church, down Campanella Way to Conte Forum.   

 
11. Parking 

• Parking is FREE for all attendees thanks to the generosity of Boston College.   
 

• Attendee Parking:  
• Parking is available in the Beacon Garage (accessed via Beacon Street) or the Commonwealth Garage 

(accessed via Commonwealth Avenue at the St. Ignatius gate.  
 

• Priest Parking:  
• Reserved Priest Parking is available in the Recreation Complex (RecPlex) lot.  To access this parking, 

please enter BC via the Commonwealth Avenue/St. Ignatius gate.   
• Priests are also welcome to park in the attendees spots in the Beacon or Commonwealth Garages.  



NEWSLETTER – 2009 BOSTON CATHOLIC MEN’S & WOMEN’S CONFERENCES APRIL 15, 2009 PAGE 11 OF 16 

• Parking is available in the Beacon Garage (accessed via Beacon Street) or the Commonwealth Garage 
(accessed via Commonwealth Avenue at the St. Ignatius gate.  

 
• Buses:  

• Convenient bus dropoffs are available for all groups.   
• Buses should enter via the Commonwealth Avenue gate (at St. Ignatius).  Dropoff will be in front of the 

Conte Forum North Entrance.   
• Buses parking for the day will be directed to the BC Brighton Campus (next to St. John’s Seminary) 
• Bus pickup at the end of the Conferences will be along Campanella, outside the North Entrance of Conte 

Forum.   
 

• Handicap Parking & Drop Off:  
• A Handicap dropoff area and a limited number of HP Parking spots are available at the Conte Circle.  

This area is accessed via the Beacon Street Garage entrance.   
• Notify the Conference volunteers and Boston College Police that you need access to the HP dropoff area. 
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13. Catholics of the Year Awards 
• The Boston Catholic Men’s and Women’s Conferences granted five awards for Boston area Catholics during the 

2007 and 2008 Conferences. We are pleased to continue the tradition in 2009. These five awards will be 
presented at the Conferences on April 18 and April 19, 2009. 

• The awards have a dual purpose:  
o to celebrate, encourage, and bless those nominated in their work and faith, and  
o to encourage and inspire Catholics in our region by holding up examples of holiness and God’s work in 

our midst. 
• There are 5 categories: 

Category 2007 Recipient 2008 Recipient 
Priest of the Year Father David Barnes Father George Harrison 
Layman of the Year  Dr. John Bratton Robert Dunn 
Deacon or Religious Man of the Year Brother Rahl Bunsa, BH Deacon John Nicholson 
Laywoman of the Year Mary Jo Kriz Patricia Marks 
Religious Woman of the Year Sr. Mary Ricci, CSJ Sr. Olga Yaqob 

• Any person planning to attend the 2009 Boston Catholic Men’s or Women’s Conference can nominate one person 
in each category for these awards:    

o Nominations will be accepted from November 17, 2008 until March 8, 2009.   
o Nominations can be submitted online at www.CatholicBoston.com.  
o A paper nomination form can be obtained by calling 617-977-0916. 

 
14. Plenary Indulgences 

• Cardinal Seán O’Malley has granted that a plenary indulgence is available at the 2009 Boston Catholic Men’s and 
Women’s Conferences.  Please see the text of his letter below and some explanation below.   

• We encourage everyone to read in Cardinal Seán’s letter the description of what a plenary indulgence is.  We 
hope that all attendees will take advantage of this unique opportunity because of the Year of Saint Paul.  

 
April 13, 2009 

 
Mr. Scot Landry 
Boston Catholic Conferences  
Archdiocese of Boston Pastoral Center 
66 Brooks Drive, Braintree, MA 02184 
 
Dear Scot: 
 
In honor of the 2,000th Anniversary of the birth of Saint Paul the Apostle, it is with pleasure that I grant a plenary 
indulgence for all Catholics who participate in the Boston Catholic Men’s and Women’s Conference at Boston 
College’s Conte Forum, on Saturday, April 18, 2009 and Sunday, April 19, 2009, and who meet the required conditions 
set forth below.  

Please let those who are to be present know that in order to receive the plenary indulgence certain prescribed 
conditions must be met (can. 992). According to The Catechism of the Catholic Church (n. 1471): “An indulgence is a 
remission before God of the temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been forgiven, which the faithful 
Christian who is duly disposed gains under certain prescribed conditions through the action of the Church which, as 
the minister of redemption, dispenses and applies with authority the treasury of the satisfactions of Christ and the 
saints.” 

Therefore, in addition to being in a state of grace, one must: 
 
— have the interior disposition of complete detachment from sin, even venial sin; 
— have sacramentally confessed their sins; 
— receive the Holy Eucharist;  
— pray for the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff, the Pope. 
 
Given at the Pastoral Center of the Archdiocese of Boston in Braintree, Massachusetts, this 13th day of April 2009.  
 
With all good wishes and assurance of a remembrance in my prayers, I am 
 
      Sincerely yours in Christ, 
      Cardinal Seán O’Malley 
      Archbishop of Boston 
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Why are the Conferences a site for a plenary indulgence during this Year of Saint Paul? 
• Why not! The gift of Indulgences which the Pope offers to the universal Church, truly smoothes the way to 

attaining a supreme degree of inner purification which, while honoring the Apostle Paul and the Divine Mercy 
Weekend, exalts the supernatural life in the hearts of the faithful and gently encourages us to do good deeds.   

• We are all sinners in need of forgiveness and mercy.  It is a gift of our church.  This weekend in particular is one 
rich in opportunities for fulfilling the conditions for obtaining a plenary indulgence. Confession is being offered 
throughout the day.  At the close of each day of the conferences we will celebrate Holy Mass together.  And we 
will all pray for the intentions of the Pope, through the intercession of Saint Paul.   

• The Conference organizing team is grateful to Cardinal Seán for giving attendees this great opportunity.   
 
15. Advertisers 
We are grateful to the following advertisers for their support of the Conferences through advertisements in this year's 
program. We encourage you to learn more about these organizations and initiatives. 

o Magdalen College 
o Word on Fire 
o Catholic Foundation 
o Joseph Gemmell, Smith Barney 
o Mass State Council Knights of Columbus 
o WOW Ministries 
o Blessed John XXIII Seminary 
o CARITAS For Children, Inc. 
o RCAB ARISE Together in Christ 
o RCAB Catholic Cemetery Association 
o Master of Arts in Ministry at St. John's Sem 

o The Church in the 21st Century Center 
o "Among Women" Podcast 
o Catholics United for the Faith 
o CatholicTV 
o RCAB Project Rachel - Archdiocese of Boston 
o Extreme NORTH 
o Lighthouse Catholic Media 
o RCAB Pro Life Office - Archdiocese of Boston 
o Serra Club of Boston 
o The Anchor 

 
16. Donations & Prayers Requested 

• The Conferences are produced by a team of volunteers. We rely on ticket revenue to cover most of our 
Conference costs but we rely on donations to close the gap between ticket revenue and total costs. We also rely 
on the prayers of many individuals and religious communities.   

• We are grateful for any support you can provide. Thank you. 
• To donate, please go to www.CatholicBoston.com to may a contribution via paypal.  Contributions can also be 

mailed to Boston Catholic Conferences, 350 Massachusetts Avenue #145, Arlington, MA 02474-6713.   
• All gifts to Boston Catholic Conferences, Inc. are tax deductible. 

 

 
17. Parish Captains 

• Thank you to the 120 active and hard-working parish captains for the 2009 Conferences.  Parish Captains are 
extremely critical for inviting their Catholic brothers and sisters to attend the Conferences.  

• Linda Calabrese and Andreas Widmer are serving as Parish Captain Coordinators again this year.   
 
18. Conference Volunteers 

• We are blessed with many dedicated volunteers that help welcome attendees and make the conferences 
possible.  These volunteers make possible a great experience for all attendees.  We encourage you to thank 
these volunteers for their service.   

• Irene Moschetto and Colette Crowley are once again serving as Volunteer Coordinators this year.   
 
19. Priest Confessors 

• As of 4/5, we are thrilled to report that more than 100 priests will be at the Conferences to hear Confessions this 
year.  Thank you to our dedicated priests that serve us in local dioceses and religious communities. 

• If you are a priest and are willing to hear confessions, please call Mary Jo at 617-779-3706.  
 
20. Interpreters for the Hearing Impaired & Hard of Hearing 

• The Office for Ministry to the Deaf Community has provided interpreters at all Boston Catholic Men’s and 
Women’s Conferences.   

• The Conference has arranged special seating and pricing for those involved in this ministry.  For more 
information, please contact Fr. Jeremy St. Martin or Kathryn Carey in the Office of the Apostolate for the Deaf 
(617-746-5815). 
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21. Exhibitors 

• About 80 organizations will be exhibiting at the Conferences in 2009.   
• Exhibitor applications were due by March 1, 2009.   
• For Exhibitor-related questions, please contact John Spadaccini (bcc.exhibitor@gmail.com).   
• Below are a list of exhibitors at the 2009 Men’s and Women’s Conferences.   
• On the next page is a layout of the exhibitors.   

 

2009 EXHIBITORS 
 

Tables Exhibitor 
1-3 Conference Recordings & T-Shirts 
4-6 RCAB Pontifical Missions 
7-7 Word on Fire Catholic Ministries 
8-8 RCAB Vocation Office / Serra 

9-10 Brotherhood of Hope 
11-11 The Church in the 21st Century 
12-14 Sister Disciples of the Divine Master 
15-17 The Catholic Shop 
18-21 Pauline Books & Media Evangelization Office 
22-25 Angelluz Religious Jewelry 
26-26 ProParish  
27-27 Catholic Family Conference 
28-28 Project Rachel - Archdiocese of Boston 
29-29 Pro Life Office - Archdiocese of Boston 
30-30 Massachusetts Citizens for Life 
31-31 Eternal Life Radio 
32-32 CatholicTV 
33-33 The Pilot 
34-35 Catholic Foundation of the Archdiocese 
36-36 Respect Life Education Office 
37-37 Massachusetts Catholic Conference 
38-38 Metropolitan Tribunal 
39-39 Archdiocesan Marriage Ministries Office 
40-40 Archdiocesan Health Care Ministry Office 
41-41 Thomas More College 
42-42 Magdalen College 
43-43 ARISE Together in Christ 
44-44 Conquest Clubs 
45-45 Sebago Leadership Camp 
46-46 Ignatian Volunteer Corps 
47-47 Missionary Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
48-48 Steubenville East/Missionaries of La Salette 
49-49 The Archbishop Fulton John Sheen Foundation 
50-50 Archdiocesan Office of the Deaf Apostolate 
51-51 Our Lady of America  

 

 
Tables Exhibitor 
52-52 World Apostolate of Fatima 
53-53 Operation Rescue: Boston 
54-54 Una Voce Boston 
55-55 Greater Boston Pro Chapter of St. Dominic 
56-56 RCAB Catholic Cemetery Association 
57-57 RCAB Permanent Diaconate 
59-59 Miles Christi Religious Order 
60-60 Signs and Wonders 
61-61 Province of the Immaculate Conception  
62-62 Oblates of the Virgin Mary 
63-63 Blessed John XXIII National Seminary 
64-64 Catholic Citizenship 
65-65 Little Brothers of St. Francis 
67-67 Maryknoll Fathers & Brothers 
68-68 Marist Missionary Sisters 
69-69 Little Sisters of the Poor 
70-70 Master of Arts in Ministry Program (St. John's Sem.) 
71-71 The Word Among Us 
72-72 Emmaus Journey 
73-73 Marian Community 
74-74 Worldwide Marriage Encounter (MA - RI) 
76-76 Proud Catholic Company 
77-77 CARITAS For Children, Inc. 
78-79 Saint Benedict Center Religious Shop 

Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
80-80 BIBLE-MATES 
81-81 Catholic Fiction Books 
82-82 Robert Masterson Woodworker 
83-83 Sport Rosary 
84-84 Lighthouse Catholic Media 
85-86 ST PAULS / Alba House Publishers 
87-87 Heidi Bratton (Columnist, author & photographer) 
88-88 Choose Life 
89-89 Archdiocesan Office for the New Evangelization 
90-91 Mass State Council Knights of Columbus 

 
 
 


